McKinney Soccer Association Local Rules of Play

McKinney Soccer Association games are played by the rules published in the North Texas Soccer Association Bylaws and Rules along with the following which are modifications of,  and supplemental to the North Texas State Soccer Association (NTSSA) Bylaws and Rules.  NTSSA Rules are accessible at http://www.ntxsoccer.org/administrative/allinfo.aspx  and select NTSSA Bylaws and Rules.  All coaches and parents should read and be knowledgeable of section 3.11 Discipline.
Section 1   
1. Jewelry - Players are not allowed to wear any jewelry including but not limited to earrings, necklaces, or bracelets, except for medical or religious purposes. Either of the two exceptions must be fully taped to the body.  It is not acceptable to cover earrings with tape or bandages.  

2. Shin Guards - Players are required to wear shin guards inside of the socks.  

3. Shoes are required.  Acceptable shoes are soccer shoes, tennis shoes and athletic shoes that do not have any metal cleats, front toe cleat, or sharp pointed cleats (example: track cleats, golf shoes).

Section 2  

1.  Teams must wear same color jerseys, excepting the goalie, with numbers at least 4 inches high affixed to the back.

2.  Home team provides the game ball and pinnies or alternate jerseys in case of color conflict.  Home team wears the pinnies or alternate jerseys.

Section 3  
Coaches, Assistant Coaches, Managers, Volunteers, Parents
1.  All coaches, assistant coaches, managers and volunteers are subject to following  the Code of Ethics as outlined in Chapter 11 of the North Texas State Soccer Association Bylaws and Rules.

2.  Coaches/Volunteer Identification Cards – 

Coaches and volunteers are required to possess a Coach/Volunteer Identification Card, also known as a coach’s card.  At games the card is to be available for inspection by the referee. If coach, assistant coach, or the manager is not present or has not presented required identification (government issued photo id) at game time, the team will be given 15 minutes to find a qualified volunteer with a coach’s card to fill in as the coach.  Temporary cards will not be available at the fields. 
***Very important***

MSA strongly suggest each team fill all three roster positions for Coach, Assistant Coach and Manager in order to avoid forfeit of a game as a result of not having a qualified volunteer at each game.

3.  All U9 and up teams are required to provide game reports complete with player numbers to the officials prior to the start of the game.  Referees turn in game reports but we strongly suggest each coach verify the score on the report before leaving the field.
4.  50% Play time – Unless previously agreed to by the coach and the player’s parents, every player is entitled to play at least 50% of each game.  Any exception of a player playing at least 50% of the game must be reported to the player and player’s parents, the game official and the opposing coach.  Game time exceptions during a game that may affect a player receiving 50% play time may include injuries, disciplinary reasons or safety of the players.  Game time exceptions are to be reported at the time of the decision to the player and parents of the player, referee, and the opposing coach.  Please be aware that game time exceptions will be subject to review by the Vice President of the Appeals and Disciplinary Committee to determine if there is cause for a hearing.  Coaches found in violation by the Committee may be subject to suspension that may include but not limited to 1 year suspension from coaching any North Texas Soccer Association sanctioned teams. 

5.  Notification of Caution (yellow card) and Ejection (red card) rules - Coaches, assistant coaches or managers receiving cautions or ejections will be shown the appropriate cards at the time of decision by the referee.  Those receiving cards will be subject to discipline as set out in the North Texas State Soccer Association Section 3.11 through 3.11.11.  Cautions and ejections are not subject to protest.  
Anyone receiving a suspension must present to the league a completed sit-out form signed by the referee of the sit-out game or league official prior to participating in any future game.  The form is available from the MSA office or NTSSA website www.ntxsoccer.org.
6.  Coaches and parents are not allowed onto the field during the game until the referee permits them to enter the pitch.
7.  Games cancelled or forfeited by a coach or manager will not be made up.  Only games officially cancelled or delayed by MSA will be rescheduled.

Section 4 
Local game and age specific rules – See Rules Grid

1.  U5-U8 No Goalie Rule -
Teams are not allowed to play a goalie in the U5-U8 leagues. All players on the field are field players.   A player is not to consistently remain inside of their own goal box.  The purpose of this rule is to encourage all players to play the complete field and not to be designated as a defender that in effect acts as a goalie.  The spirit of this rule is to encourage coaches to give every player the opportunity to see and play the game from every aspect and position on the field.
2.  U9/10 goalie punt rule –

U9/U10 an indirect free kick is awarded to the opposing team at the center spot of the halfway line if a goalkeeper punts or drop-kicks the ball in the air from his/her penalty area into the opponents penalty area.
3.  Loan a player - 
One team may loan a player to another team in order to satisfy the minimum number of players required to field a team or to help even the strength of the two teams.  All players on the field of play must be on one of the rosters of the two teams scheduled to play in that particular match.  In U9 and up, any goals scored by a loaned player will count toward the team they have been loaned to and scores will be official.
Section 5 
Game Protest

As stated in North Texas State Soccer Association bylaws and rules section 3.13.1:

There are only two acceptable causes for the protesting of a game after it has been played.  They are:

1.   A team knowingly plays an unregistered, ineligible, or suspended player; or

2.  There has been an obvious error made in the application of the Laws of the Game that directly affects the outcome of the match, and the referee admits it.

MSA amendment to the Game Protest:  

1.  Game protest may only be submitted by the head coach of the protesting team.

2.  All protest are to be made in writing and presented to the Vice-President of Appeals and Disciplinary Committee along with a $25 cash protest fee no later than 72 hours following the start of the game under protest.  Presentation at the league office will be considered as presented to the Vice-President.  If the protest is upheld in favor of the protestant, the $25 fee will be refunded.  If the protest is determined to have no merit, the $25 fee will be forfeited by the protestant.

Section 6 
Temporary and provisional rules

1.  U5 Coaches allowed on field during game 

U5 coaches will be allowed on the field to assist players in learning positions for start and restarts of the game.  This will be in affect for games through April 2, 2011.  Coaches will not be allowed on the field during games after April 2, 2011.

2.  U10 Girls - Teams will play 7 vs 7 for the spring season only.  Further evaluation for future use of this provision will be made after the end of the season.

Running up scores – We ask teams to display good sportsmanship by avoiding running up the score of a game.  No one benefits from or enjoys a game where scoring is out of control. It is generally understood a five goal lead is adequate. In ages U8 and down, if it becomes obvious a team has become 5 goals or more behind, the coach from that team may add one more player to the field in order to try and level out the challenge of the game. 
Tie breakers

Season Tie Breakers

Head-to-Head Competition

Goal Differential (Max. of 3 goal differential)

Fewest goals allowed during the season

Highest number of shutouts during the season

Fewest Caution Points received (red/yellow cards) during the season

Playoff Game if necessary

PAGE  
1

