McKINNEY SOCCER ASSOCIATION (MSA) ADULT CODE OF CONDUCT
Adult cooperation and participation is critical to the success of the adult program.  MSA wishes to thank all those adults for their excellent behavior and enlist their support for this upcoming season.

The MSA Board of Directors understands that not all situations in sports are fair - that a referee call might not be favorable for your team.  We are diligent, in trying every season, to further expand on our referee’s education and experience.  We want every adult to have a fun, positive experience in great recreational program.  In striving to make that possible, MSA has adopted the following code of conduct that is expected to be adhered to by all participants.   

ADULT CODE OF CONDUCT
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Allow the coach to coach the team! Keep your sideline comments supportive and positive in nature. Do not yell instructions to the players, coaches or officials.
·  Relieve the pressure of competition by helping players enjoy practices and games.  Added pressure does not encourage positive experiences.   
· Help the coach and the game by making sure you are on time and properly equipped for all practices and games. This includes having rosters and MSA ID cards.
· Demonstrate the same respect towards all participants (players, coaches, officials and spectators) with the same you would expect for yourself.
· Be sure be sure you know and understand the 18 laws of the game.  Misinterpretations cause players avoidable frustrations and misunderstandings. 
· Show your appreciation for all good play, no matter who makes it. 
· Demonstrate good sportsmanship!
· Provide positive support for your team, club, and league, as they strive to make MSA soccer a positive experience.
· Volunteer when you can. Say "thanks" to those who give their free time
· Any player practicing with a team that is not registered to a North Texas Soccer Association negates all insurance coverage for all players at that practice. 

Rules and Disciplinary Guidelines

· Unless otherwise stated by MSA, it will utilize the North Texas State Soccer Association (NTSSA) rules and bylaws to govern the adult league.
· It is the responsibility of every coach, player and participant to read Section 3.11 Discipline of NTSSA rules and bylaws.  These are available at www.ntxsoccer.org in the Administrative section.  
· Misconduct (arguing or yelling), abuse, and assault of an official is a severe offence and is dealt with accordingly.  Do not touch an official unless you have been invited by the official to do so i.e. a handshake.  Each participant is responsible to learn what is considered misconduct, abuse and assault by reviewing Section 3.11.7 of NTSSA rules and bylaws.  The officials have learned it and will be diligent in enforcing them.  Minimum suspensions for these infringements are 3 games. 
· When a referee ends a conversation and leaves the field, the conversation is complete.  Anyone continuing to engage in taunting, arguing, or abusing a referee, and not limited to the actual playing field, can be subject to a misconduct report and will be subject to Section 3.11 Discipline of NTSSA rules and bylaws.  This will include a hearing before the Appeals and Disciplinary Committee or the NTSSA Appeals and Disciplinary committee.  Findings from these hearings may result in suspension from the league and all NTSSA activities. 

· Any team or coach allowing a player, not on their roster, to play in a sanctioned game will be subject to the provisions in Section 3.11 Discipline and will forfeit the game in which the player is participating, be charged with an additional forfeit, and may will disqualified from the playoffs.All decisions of MSA are final. 

Teams / players are responsible for their children, own clothing, equipment etc. MSA and the City of McKinney Park and Recreation Department are not liable for any costs or charges arising from any injury or accident arising from this program or associated activities. 

All players are responsible for their own health and well being and should only enter the program if they are physically able to do so. We emphasize that this is intentionally a social soccer program and advise that there are plenty of existing competitive adult soccer programs with other associations available for the more competitive player. 

Please put forth the effort to assist us in providing the best possible sports experience for our McKinney Adult Soccer League.
All decisions of MSA are final. 

Teams / players are responsible for their children, own clothing, equipment etc. MSA and the City of McKinney Park and Recreation Department are not liable for any costs or charges arising from any injury or accident arising from this program or associated activities. 

All players are responsible for their own health and well being and should only enter the program if they are physically able to do so. We emphasize that this is intentionally a social soccer program and advise that there are plenty of existing competitive adult soccer programs with other associations available for the more competitive player. 

